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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

19 Junwary 1962

Honovable Richard B. Russell
Chatrmun, Armed Ssrvices Committse
United States Senate

Wum iﬁ; D. C.

Dear Senator Rusesil:

This merning Senator Symington called my attention to &
spoach made by Senator Wayse Morse yesterday in which he
gqaoted & Drew Pearson column of January 17, s portion of which
relating to Sherman Adams spparantly has not besn printed by
papers carrying Poarson's material. The essence of the article
was thas | depended upon the opinion of Sharman Adams fer a
Judgmant an canflict-of -interest matters and, since in Puarson's
opinion Sherman Adams had since been discradited, his apintion
on thiz both delicate and important matter was subject to question.
The balance of the srticle is typical Pearson theme, all of which
was discussed yesterday and on many prior occasions sud does
ast warrant commant by me in this latter.

Mowever, {or your information, the procedure sstablished
by the Elsenhower Administration was one under which Sherman
Adazas as Special Assistant to President Lisenhower requested the
Atterney Gonesral to examine the personal affairs of a candidate and
render & writien opinion as ta whether conflict-of -intarest sxisted.
This was dons in may case. It was not Sherman Adams but the
Departmant of Justice which made the finding. This was done in
writing over the sigaaturs of the Assistant Atterney General, Offics
of Lagsl Counrel. The study was peastrating and the written report
comprehensive. At the time of my AEC confirmation hearings I
asked for and received permisaios to releass to the Juint Committes
the Altorney General's report which, as a pracedursl maiter, wae
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addressed to Sherman Adams., This request was granted. The
conciusions of the opinion are inciuded verbatim in the transcript
of the hearinge which are available to You and to your Committee,

I think the other points covered in the Drew Pearson article
quoted by Senator Morse were discussed in detail yesterday,

Yours very truly,

aTCNED

John A, McCone
Dirsctor
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